SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER – 4TH QUARTER, 1888
LESSON 1:  2 Peter 1:1-4 (October 27, 1888)
1. To whom did Peter address his second epistle?
2 Peter 1:1.

2. How is this “precious faith” obtained?
2 Peter 1:1, last part.


3. What invocation did the apostle make in behalf of those whom he addressed?
2 Peter 1:2.

4. What does grace do for those who accept it?
Hebrews 4:16; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Titus 2:11.


5. Who alone have peace?
Romans 5:1; Isaiah 48:18; Isaiah 57:20, 21.

6. Then to what, in effect, is Peter’s invocation in verse 2 equivalent?
Philippians 1:9–11.


7. How are this grace and peace to be obtained?
2 Peter 1:2.

8. How much of that which is needful to the acquirement of life and godliness has God given to us?
2 Peter 1:3.


9. How much does the apostle Paul say that God will do for us?
Ephesians 3:20.

10. How is this aid brought to us?
2 Peter 1:3, last part.


11. What else is given by His divine power?
2 Peter 1:4, first part.

12. What may we gain by these “exceeding great and precious promises”?


13. What must we escape, in order to be made partakers of the divine nature?
14. Mention the greatest of these exceeding great and precious promises.
2 Corinthians 6:17, 18.

15. What does Paul say that we should do, in view of these promises?
2 Corinthians 7:1.


16. Having become sons of God, what other promise necessarily follows?
Romans 8:16, 17; 1 John 3:2.

17. What must follow if a man really has this hope in him?
1 John 3:3.


18. What is “the corruption that is in the world through lust”?
1 John 2:15, 16; Matthew 15:19, 20.

19. Then what change must take place to constitute one a “partaker of the divine nature,” a son of God?
Psalm 51:10; Ezekiel 36:26, 27.


20. What encouragement may we gain from a contemplation of the glory of God, which He will bestow upon His children?
Ephesians 3:16.

21. Then how greatly may grace and peace be multiplied to us “through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord”?
Ephesians 3:16-19



NOTES
The marginal rendering of verse 1, the rendering given in the Revised Version, more nearly conforms to the Greek than does the text. While we may not use a marginal rendering as the basis of any doctrine, the absolute divinity of Christ is so well established by other scriptures, that we know that He is justly entitled to be called God as well as Saviour.  For instance, Isaiah says of the Son to be given, that “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6.
John says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:1, 14.  God the Father addresses the Son as follows: “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.” Hebrews 1:8.  And when the redeemed shall see Jesus their Saviour coming in the clouds of heaven, they will say, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.” Isaiah 25:9.  Let none, therefore, find fault with the rendering, “Our God and Saviour Jesus Christ,” nor fear to worship as God Him whom all the angels are commanded to worship.


The stress which the apostle Peter lays upon a knowledge of God is quite noticeable. Twice in this lesson it is mentioned. He would evidently impress upon our minds the necessity of a personal acquaintance with God—of knowing Him as we would an intimate friend—and of loving Him not simply because of what He does, but because of what He is.
“God is love,” and “we love Him because He first loved us.” It is this perception of His character which first draws us to Him—“the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” Romans 2:4.
By this we are made partakers of the divine nature, that is, adopted into the family of God. As sons of God, it necessarily follows that our acquaintance with Him must become more and more intimate. It is this intimate acquaintance with God which multiplies peace to us.
“Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace.” Job 22:21.
In Galatians 4:6–9 the apostle Paul makes a knowledge of God equivalent to a state of sonship. It is evident, therefore, that the knowledge of God, of which the apostles speak, is far more than the simple knowledge and belief that God exists as Creator of the world.


	

	
LESSON 2:  2 Peter 1:5-7 (November 3, 1888)
1. What is done for us through the great promises of God?
2 Peter 1:4.

2. Because of this, what are we to do?
2 Peter 1:5–7.


3. What is the foundation of all graces?
2 Peter 1:5.

4. What is the first thing that faith accomplishes for us?
Romans 5:1.


5. Being justified by faith, what do we become?
Galatians 3:26.


6. Having become children of God, may we settle down in self-satisfaction?
Ephesians 5:1.


7. What must we do?
Ephesians 5:2


8. Whose example are we to follow?
Ephesians 5:2; 1 John 2:6; 1 Peter 2:21.


9. Could we without faith do the things that God requires?
Hebrews 11:6; Romans 14:23, last part.


10. Having been justified, how alone can we remain in that state?
Habakkuk 2:4.


11. What does true faith always do?
Galatians 5:6, last clause.


12. How alone can faith be shown to be perfect?
James 2:21, 22.
13. What is said of a faith from which no works proceed?
James 2:17, 26.


14. What is to be added to faith?


15. And what to virtue?


16. What knowledge must be added?
Colossians 1:9, 10.


17. What is the nature of this knowledge?
James 3:17.

18. What will be the result if we do not obtain this knowledge?
Hosea 4:6, first clause.


19. What must be added to knowledge?
20. In what respect must we be temperate?
1 Corinthians 9:25.


21. What is the meaning of temperance?
Answer: Mastery of self; self-control.
1 Corinthians 9:27.

22. Does religion have anything to do with one’s eating and drinking?
1 Corinthians 10:31.


23. If a man eats and drinks simply for the gratification of his appetite, what does he worship?
Philippians 3:18, 19.


24. What great commandment does he break?
Exodus 20:3; Matthew 22:37, 38.


25. How are we to glorify God?
1 Corinthians 6:20.

26. What will be the fate of those who give themselves up to indulgence in appetite?
Luke 21:34; Philippians 3:18, 19.



NOTES
“And beside this giving all diligence, add to your faith,” etc. A literal rendering of the words translated “and beside this,” would be, “and for this cause,” which is equivalent to “wherefore.” The reference may be to the divine power that hath given us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, or to the exceeding great and precious promises, or to the divine nature of which we are made partakers. Because of this power, because we are sons of God, we should use all diligence to add the Christian graces.
The idea of the apostle is not that any one grace cannot be obtained until the one preceding it has been perfected—as, for instance, that we cannot have any godliness until we are perfect in faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, and patience; for all these things are a part of godliness. But he means that we should possess them all, and daily add to each.  It may, however, be observed that there seems to be a definite relation in point of order, especially between temperance and patience, for it is utterly impossible for an intemperate man to be a patient man. Indeed, temperance is, in a sense, patience; for temperance is self-control, and patience is the controlling of one’s self under trying circumstances. All the graces are, in fact, interwoven, but faith is the foundation of all. It must precede every other good thing.
On the word “virtue” Dr. Barnes says:—
“The word here rendered virtue is the same which is used in verse 3. … All the things which the apostle specifies, unless knowledge be an exception, are virtues in the sense in which that word is commonly used, and it can hardly be supposed that the apostle here meant to use a general term which would include all of the others. The probability is, therefore, that by the word here he has reference to the common meaning of the Greek word, as referring to manliness, courage, vigor, energy; and the sense is that he wished them to evince whatever firmness or courage might be necessary in maintaining the principles of their religion, and in enduring the trials to which their faith might be subjected. True virtue is not a tame and passive thing. It requires great energy and boldness, for its very essence is firmness, manliness, and independence.”
By a comparison of Philippians 3:19 and Exodus 20:3 we learn that intemperance is a violation of the first commandment. But one who violates the first commandment is an idolater. Therefore it is utterly impossible that an intemperate man should be a Christian. A man who is given to surfeiting has his mind so beclouded that he cannot appreciate divine things; or if he dimly realizes them, he is unable to give them his full attention, and so the great day of God comes and finds him unprepared.



LESSON 3:  2 Peter 1:6-7 (November 10, 1888)
1. What grace in Peter’s list follows next after temperance?
2 Peter 1:6.

2. How are we to inherit the promises of God?
Hebrews 6:11, 12.



3. How alone can we inherit eternal life?
Romans 2:7.


4. Under what circumstances must we be patient?
Romans 12:12.


5. What alone can produce patience?
Romans 5:3; James 1:2, 3.


6. If we are to glory in tribulation, and rejoice in the midst of trials, what time shall we take for doubting, fears, and discouragement?
1 Thessalonians 5:16; Philippians 4:4.


7. If we have the grace of patience in perfection, what shall we lack that is necessary to a perfect character?
James 1:4.


8. When trials shall have perfected patience in us, what will await us?
James 1:12; Hebrews 10:36.


9. What does Peter mention next after patience?

10. What is declared to be “great gain”?
1 Timothy 6:6.


11. What follows godliness?
12. What commandment have we received that shows the fitness of saying that brotherly kindness must be added to godliness?
1 John 4:21.

13. How alone may we know how we ought to love one another?
1 John 4:7–11.


14. What is the evidence that one has been converted?
1 John 3:14.


15. Is the measure of love that the new convert feels for the brethren sufficient for all time?
1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9, 10.


16. How should we love one another?
John 15:12; 13:34.


17. What is the greatest measure of love that a man can possess?
John 15:13.
18. Ought we to love the brethren to that extent?
1 John 3:16.

19. What state of mind will render this less difficult than it would naturally be?
Philippians 2:3.


20. Repeat the apostle Paul’s specific description of perfect brotherly kindness.
Ephesians 4:31, 32.


NOTES
“TRIBULATION worketh patience.” Nothing but tribulation can develop patience. When everything goes smoothly, there is no call for patience, and the person who has none can get along very well. And when there is no demand for patience, it is certain that none can be developed.
Some people say that it is not true that tribulation works patience; they say that trials and difficulties make them impatient. But that is an error. It is impossible that trials should plant impatience in the heart. All they do in the case of one who manifests ill-temper, is to bring to light the fact that he is destitute of patience, and to develop impatience into greater magnitude.
But then why does his patience increase rather than diminish with the continuance of trials? Simply because he has not the foundation upon which to build patience. Without a groundwork of faith, it is impossible that tribulation should work patience. And the Bible does not say that they will do so under any other circumstances. See Romans 5:1–5. But the one who has firm faith will believe, and believing will realize that “all things work together for good to them that love God,” and so he will gladly endure trials.

“AND we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” This is literally true, not of a few persons merely, but of all who are followers of Christ, and not simply in times of persecution, but all the time. This does not mean that we shall all or any of us be called to go to the stake, the block, or the gallows for the brethren; it means that our lives should be considered as not belonging to us, but to the Lord, and that therefore they should be used in his service.
Christ is the great Example. He “went about doing good.” When he was weary with toil, and faint with hunger, he found rest and refreshment in laboring to lift up the fallen. He “pleased not himself.” He sought only the welfare and pleasure of others.
It is such service as this that calls for self-denial of the same class as that which would lead one actually to lay down his life for another. Without such a self-sacrificing spirit as the ruling principle of one’s life, one would not actually lay down his life for another, if it were required; or if he should do so, the sacrifice would not be acceptable to God. See 1 Corinthians 13:3.
Daily dying is the order with one who is a true follower of Christ. This does not mean self-denial that is accompanied by a wry face; it means service of which no one is cognizant—necessary labor performed when weary, with the same cheerfulness as when fresh. It is that quiet service which finds its reward in the fact that God knows.

How may we esteem others better than ourselves? Easily enough; simply by looking only at the good qualities of others, and by seeing ourselves just as God sees us. The Holy Spirit, by means of its sword, the Word of God, lays bare our own deceitful hearts, and lets us see them just as they appear to God.
To be sure, for the sins that we find there we may readily secure pardon; nevertheless, having seen what manner of actions our hearts naturally produce, and knowing that but for the grace of God they would never produce any other, we should learn humility.
Now our brother may be in reality as bad as we, or even worse; but since it is not given us to know the secrets of his heart, the things which we can see in our own hearts—that is, the evil passions which, if not repressed, would result in the wickedest acts—are far worse than what we can see in our brother’s actions. And so we can, in lowliness of mind, esteem others better than ourselves.

WITHOUT godliness, there can be no brotherly kindness. For (1) we must first be adopted into the family of God before we can have brethren to whom to exercise Christian kindness; and (2) it is from the love of God that we learn to love one another; and we cannot know the love of God except as it becomes a part of our being.
Brotherly kindness is simply the natural outflow of the love of God which is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit—that Spirit whose presence in us marks us as children of God.

THE measure of love which the newly converted man feels is only a sample of the love which he ought to feel after he has been a long time in the way. Brotherly love which grows less after the beginning of one’s Christian experience is not such love as will give an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
That is not an instance of progress toward Heaven, but of having one’s feet set in the right way and then turning around and going back toward the world. The Christian should “abound yet more and more” in faith and love and every grace.









LESSON 4:  2 Peter 1:7-15 (November 17, 1888)
1. Repeat the list of virtues sometimes called “Peter’s ladder.”
  2 Peter 1:5–7

2. What is the crowning grace?
  2 Peter 1:7

3. What is charity?
  Colossians 3:14

4. What other very common word is equivalent to charity?
 See Colossians 3:14, and also check how other passages read in the Revised Version.  (This was the alternative available in 1888!)  

5. What is the end or object of the commandment, or law, of God?
  1 Timothy 1:5

6. What, indeed, is Bible charity or love?
  Romans 13:10; 1 John 5:2–3


7. What is the whole duty of man?
  Ecclesiastes 12:13

8. Then since the keeping of the commandments is charity, how does charity compare with the other graces?
  1 Corinthians 13:13

9. Into how much of our actions should charity enter?
  1 Corinthians 16:14

10. Without charity, what is the most eloquent man like?
  1 Corinthians 13:1

11. Will the possession of great faith and deep knowledge of the mysteries of God make up in any degree for lack of charity?
  1 Corinthians 13:2

12. Show that charity does not consist simply in making great sacrifices and giving to the poor.
  1 Corinthians 13:3


13. What are the characteristics of charity?
  1 Corinthians 13:4-6

14. If all these graces abound in any person, what will be his condition?
  2 Peter 1:8

15. Name some of the fruits that are equivalent to the above graces.
  Galatians 5:22–23

16. What is the condition of one who lacks these things?
  2 Peter 1:9

17. Then what should we do?
  2 Peter 1:10

18. What glorious reward awaits those in whom “these things” abound?
  2 Peter 1:11

19. What must be the nature of those who inherit that eternal kingdom?
  Titus 2:13–14; Revelation 21:27
20. Is the fact that we know these things any reason why we should not study them diligently?
  2 Peter 1:12

21. Why was the apostle so zealous in stirring up the minds of the people concerning these great truths?
  2 Peter 1:13-14

22. What had the Lord shown him concerning his death?
  John 21:18–19

23. What was Peter’s earnest desire that we should do?
  2 Peter 1:15

24. If these things are always in our mind, what prayer may we offer?
  Psalm 5:1

NOTES
Charity, or love, is “the bond of perfectness.” This may readily be understood when we remember that “love is the fulfilling of the law,” and that the whole law of God, including every duty that can be required of man, is summed up in the two precepts:  “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” and, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
The love which is the bond of perfectness is not a mere emotion, but a living, active principle, manifest in every deed and thought of one’s life.  Of course, it is understood that love is the bond of perfectness only when there is underlying faith; for faith works by love, and love is the product of faith.
“Give diligence to make your calling and election sure.” Many are called, but few are chosen. How many are called? All. Here is the call: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”  Isaiah 55:1 “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”  Revelation 22:17  
But not all will heed the call; and of those who listen to it, very few comparatively will gain the final inheritance, because the great majority will not agonize to enter in.  “Many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”  Luke 13:24
A man may even be one of the elect—one of the specially loved of God—yet if he does not give diligence to make his election sure, he will certainly fall.  The doctrine of “the perseverance of the saints” is an excellent one, if the saints only persevere; but they must not imagine that because they have tasted that the Lord is precious, and have felt the power of the world to come, therefore they are bound to be kept to the end, regardless of their own actions.  Only those who patiently continue in well-doing can have eternal life.  To each Christian the warning is given:
“Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”
Revelation 3:11

LESSON 5:  2 Peter 1:16-21 (November 24, 1888)
1. In his second epistle, what does Peter say that he had previously made known to the people?
  2 Peter 1:16

2. With what positiveness could Peter speak of the glory of Christ’s coming?
  2 Peter 1:16

3. When had he been an eye-witness of Christ’s majesty as it will be displayed at His second coming?
  2 Peter 1:17–18

4. State the details of this occurrence.
  Matthew 17:1–5; Mark 9:2–8; Luke 9:28–36

5. What had Jesus previously said which also shows that the transfiguration was a representation of the second coming of Christ?
  Matthew 16:28; Mark 9:1

6. Is it possible to have any better evidence than that given to Peter, James, and John?
  2 Peter 1:19

7. What office does the word of prophecy serve to us?
  2 Peter 1:19; Psalm 119:105


8. How long will it shine to show us the way?
  2 Peter 1:19 (last part)

9. In what period are we living, that a light should be necessary?
  Romans 13:12; Isaiah 60:2

10. What has brought about this night of darkness?
  Romans 1:21

11. Who is the day-star?
  Revelation 22:16; John 8:12

12. Can any prophecy be interpreted by the unaided knowledge of any man?
  2 Peter 1:20

13. Why not?
  2 Peter 1:21

14. What connection has the light of prophecy with the day-star, the light of the world?
  2 Peter 1:19–21; 1 Peter 1:10-11

15. Why cannot all the world see this light?
  1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3–4

16. What aid must we have in order to understand it?
  1 Corinthians 2:9–10

17. Having the aid of the Spirit, how must we proceed in our study?
  1 Corinthians 2:13 (last clause)


NOTES
It is usually considered that one who was an eye-witness of any event is the one best qualified to testify concerning it. And most certainly it is better than testimony given at second hand.
So Peter assures us that he had not been deceived by cunningly devised fables when he made known the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, because he himself had been an eye-witness of His majesty.
Then he refers to the transfiguration scene, in a way to show that this was what he had in mind as exhibiting the power and glory of Christ at His second advent. And this is in accordance with what our Saviour said when He foretold the transfiguration.  
“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,” there will be two classes of the righteous who will “appear with Him in glory”—those who have fallen asleep, and those who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord.
The dead shall be raised, and the living shall be changed, and so they will together be glorified. So it was when Christ was transfigured. Elijah was there as the representative of those who shall be translated without seeing death, and Moses as the representative of those who fall asleep in Jesus, and whom God will bring with Him from the dead.
That Moses had been raised from the dead when he appeared with Elijah upon the mount is proved:
1. By the fact that if he had not been raised from the dead he could not have been there, for “the dead know not anything.”
  Ecclesiastes 9:5
  (See also Ecclesiastes 9:6, 10; Psalm 6:5; 115:17; 146:3–4; Isaiah 38:10–11, 18, etc.) 
2. Jude says that Michael (Christ) contended with the devil about the body of Moses.
  Jude 9 
The devil has the power of death (Hebrews 2:14) and shuts up in his prison house (the grave) all that he can, claiming that they are his lawful prey (see Isaiah 14:12–17); and although Christ has brought away the keys of the grave, Satan does not willingly allow any to pass from his power. There could not possibly be anything that would cause a dispute between Christ and Satan about the body of Moses, except the matter of his resurrection.
3. If Moses had not been raised from the dead, the transfiguration would not be what both Christ and Peter declared it to be—a representation of the second coming of Christ.
But notwithstanding the fact that Peter had actually been an eye-witness of “the power and coming” of Christ, and could testify from personal knowledge, he says, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place.”
The Revised Version renders this verse as follows: “We have the word of prophecy made more sure;” but we cannot accept this rendering. Alford says that this rendering is on the ground—
“That the comparative alludes to what has gone before as its reason, as if it had been said Wherefore, or Now, or Henceforth we have, etc.; i.e., ‘on account of this voice from heaven which we have heard, we have firmer hold of, or esteem [possess] more sure the prophetic word, as now having in our own ears begun its fulfillment.’”
The great objection to such a view is the omission of any such connecting particles as those above supplied. It is true the apostle may have omitted them [as he certainly did, and, presumably, on purpose]; but even supposing that, it is further against the view that, if such be the force of the comparison, the thought is not at all followed up in the ensuing verses.—New Testament for English Readers.
It may be further said that nothing can make the word of prophecy more sure than it was when it first came from the lips of the holy men whom God inspired. The meaning is evidently exactly given in the common version, that the sure word of prophecy is more sure than any panoramic view can be. Our eyes may deceive us, but the word of God “liveth and abideth for ever.”
Prophecy is light proceeding directly from God, who is Himself light. With Him there is “no darkness at all.” 1 John 1:5
In Heaven, where the will of God is done perfectly, all is light. In the New Jerusalem, the inhabitants “need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light.” Revelation 22:5
And when the will of God shall be done on earth as it is in Heaven, the whole earth will be lightened by the glory of God. “The nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light” that comes from the city of God.    Revelation 21:23–24
But sin has separated man from God, so that darkness now covers the earth. The prophecy comes as a beacon-light to guide men to the source of light. As with the rays from a distant lighthouse, the prophetic light may at first be comparatively faint; but the nearer we approach to the source of light, the brighter the light will become; and so, for those who take heed to it, it may truly be said that their path is, “as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” Proverbs 4:18
“No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation.”
This means that Scripture is its own interpreter. For every prophecy contained in the Bible, the key is found there also, and therefore every prophecy is of public interpretation—the interpretation is just as free to one person as it is to another.
Whenever a man puts forth any view as an explanation of a given prophecy, the humblest person has a right to challenge his exposition, no matter how learned he may be. If he cannot produce positive Scripture authority for his interpretation, it must be rejected, or at least held in suspense until some wiser person can find a Bible reason for the theory.
The Peshito Syriac version renders the verse thus:
“No prophecy is an exposition of its own text.”
The idea is the same as that expressed above. No man can read a prophecy and tell by his own unaided power, from the reading of it, what it means. He must look for an exposition in some other passage, possibly in the same chapter (as in Daniel 7), but still separate from the prophecy itself.
Spiritual things must be compared with spiritual.












LESSON 6: 2 Peter 2:1-10 (December 1, 1888)
1. What obstacles hindered the progress of truth "in old time"? 
2 Peter 2:1, first clause. 

2. What did Peter say there should still be among the people? 
Same verse. 

3. What does he say of the character and work of these false teachers? Same verse.

4. Is it necessary that these false teachers who deny the Lord should be avowed disbelievers in him? 
Titus 1:16. 

5. What does Christ say will be the fate of such? 
Matthew 7:22, 23. 

6. How much following will such ones have? 
2 Peter 2:2. 

7. What will be the result to the truth? 
Same verse. 
8. What principle is it that leads these men to cover their licentiousness with the garb of religion? 
2 Peter 2:3

9. When such ones flourish the most, what may we know concerning the time of retribution? 
2 Peter 2: 1, 3, last part of each. 

10. What three great events of the past assure us that God will not allow them to go unpunished? 
2 Peter 2:4-7, 9. 

11. When will there be a parallel to the wickedness of men in the days of Noah and Lot? 
Luke 17:26-30.  

12. In what did the great sin of the people in those times consist?  
Genesis 6:2, 5, 12; Jude 7. 

13. What does Peter say of these last-day false professors? 
2 Peter 2:10, first part. 

14. To what time are all the wicked reserved for punishment? 
2 Peter 2:4, 9, last part of each. 

15. What was the character of those who escaped the judgments that have been brought upon the earth in the past? 
2 Peter 2:5, 7, 8. 

16. What encouragement can the righteous find in the account of past judgments? 
2 Peter 2:9 

NOTES
In 2 Peter 2:4-9 three events of the past are brought to view as evidences that God will surely punish the wicked, and deliver the godly out of temptation. First, "God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell;" second, he "spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;" and third, he turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, "making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly," but delivered just Lot. Now, says Peter, if God did these three things, he knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished. The fact that God has done these things in the past (and that he has, all the wicked may know if they will) is sure evidence that God will finally punish all the wicked, and will thereby deliver the godly out of temptation. 
AND here it may be noticed that the punishment of the wicked is necessary to the complete redemption of the righteous. The loyal angels could not have been delivered from temptation if God had not cast out from among them the angels that kept not their first estate. Jude 6. Lot's righteous soul was vexed from day to day by the filthy acts of the Sodomites, and the same must have been the case with Noah, when every imagination of the thoughts of the hearts of men was only evil continually. God destroyed the wicked race, preserving Noah alive. So when wickedness abounds over the whole earth, and men totally reject God's Spirit, the safety of God's loyal people, no less than outraged law, demands the destruction of the wicked.  











LESSON 7: 2 Peter 2:10-22 (December 8, 1888)
1.  What does the apostle Peter say of the character of the false teachers who in the last days shall cause many to err from the truth? 
2 Peter 2:10, 12, 13, 14. 

2. What shows their contempt for authority? 
2 Peter 2:10; Jude 8, 10. 

3. How does their conduct in this respect contrast with that of beings who are really great? 
2 Peter 2:11. 

4. What example of Christ's have we concerning speaking evil even of the wicked? 
Jude 9. 

5. What positive commandment have we concerning our attitude toward those holding high positions?
Romans 13:1; 1 Timothy 2:1, 2.

6. Are we at liberty to make an exception in the case of wicked rulers? 
1 Timothy 2: I, 2; Titus 3: 1, 2. 
7. Whose example does the apostle say these false teachers follow? 
2 Peter 2:15; Jude 11.

8. Relate in brief the circumstances of Balaam's connection with the children of Israel. 
See Numbers, chapters 22, 23, 24.

9. What is said of the instability of such ones, and of their final end?
2 Peter 2:17; Jude 12, 13.  

10. By what means do they allure souls to destruction?
2 Peter 2:18. 

11. What do they promise those who follow them? 
2 Peter 2:19. 

12. Yet into what bondage do they bring their dupes?  
John 8:34.

13. To what are people made subject through fear of death? 
Hebrews 2:14, 15. 
14. What is it that causes death and the fear of it? 
Romans 5:12.

15. Then what is it that brings men into bondage? 


16. Who alone can give freedom?  
Psalm 102:19, 20; Isaiah 61:1. 


17. Where alone is true liberty found? 
Psalm 119:45; John 8:32.


18. What profit is it to a man to be freed from the pollutions of the world, if he afterwards returns to them? 
2 Peter 2:20, 21. 


19. Then what should be done by each one who has come to the knowledge of Christ? 
2 Peter 1:10. 
NOTES
"They are not afraid to speak of evil dignities." The dignities, or, more literally, glories, here referred to are doubtless supernatural powers, whether good or bad. The Syriac has it, "They shudder not with awe while they blaspheme." The meaning evidently is that these presumptuous, licentious teachers of what they claim is religion, have no regard for authority. This is shown by the first part of the verse, where it is said that they "despise government." 
There is no special class of people to whom the specifications of this chapter will apply, except Spiritualists. Not that all Spiritualists are actually openly immoral; but there is not one who does not hold to doctrines that naturally lead to immorality. They teach that man is himself a part of God, and so is amenable to no power but himself; that he is a law to himself, and is his own judge. Now it makes no difference how much men prate about culture, refinement, elevation, and morality, when they shut themselves off from the only Source of morality. When men teach that the impulses of their own natures are the only law to be followed, they must eventually land in the pit of corruption. 
But when men despise the government of God, it is but a step to the despising of all human authority. Indeed, when men do not regard the claims of God, whatever obedience they render to human laws is due solely to fear of immediate punishment. In the Bible, honor to earthly kings is placed next to the fear of God. Says Peter, "Fear God. Honor the king." 1 Peter 2:17. And the commandment to ancient Israel was: "Thou shalt not revile God, nor curse a ruler of thy people." Exodus 22:28, Revised Version. 
It is worthy of note that most Spiritualists are open sympathizers with anarchy. Respect for authority is the prime factor in true religion. The man who is not afraid to speak evil of those who are in authority, who rails at those who are in official position, whether in Heaven, or in earthly Governments, is a dangerous man. He may not do any great evil, because of lack of opportunity; but once let him have an opportunity, without the fear of physical punishment to deter him, and there is nothing to restrain him from going to the greatest lengths. 
It is a bad sign to see a man railing at even a wicked ruler. When Peter wrote, "Honor the king," and Paul wrote, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers" (Romans 13:1), wicked kings were reigning. But they occupied the place of authority, and their official position was to be respected, however wicked they might be. 
Says the apostle: "They allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error." A man always falls, if he does fall, in the direction toward which he leans. Says Christ: "From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness," etc. Mark 7: 21, 22. Now with these propensities existing naturally in the heart, it inevitably follows that when a man heeds the words of those who "despise government," he will fall to the lowest depths of vice.
So the apostle continues: "While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption; for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage." These false teachers, and their name nowadays is legion, talk a great deal about "liberty." They refuse to be bound down by laws. They tell their dupes to assert their godlike power and be free. It was thus that Satan tempted Eve. "Ye shall be like God," said he, and he made her believe that the just law of God was arbitrary, and devised solely for the purpose of keeping man in an inferior position. Too late she found out the baseness of such a charge. 
"The bondage of corruption" is the worst bondage conceivable. Even in this life, men find that liberty is found only in obedience to law. Daniel Wise truly said that "perfect liberty is perfect obedience to a perfect law." Law is the best friend that man has. And "the glorious liberty of the sons of God "will be shared only by such as "keep the law of God." They will have the freedom of God's universe throughout eternity, while to those who seek liberty in following their own devices, is reserved "the blackness of darkness forever.”












LESSON 8: 2 Peter 3:1-7 (December 15, 1888)
(Commit to memory the verses in Peter which form the basis of this lesson.)
1. To whom was the second epistle of Peter addressed?  
2 Peter 1:1. 

2. Why was it written?  
2 Peter 3:1. 

3. Of what does the apostle wish us to be mindful? 
2 Peter 3:2.  

4. What purpose does prophecy serve? 
2 Peter 1:19 

5. Upon what is special light given by the prophecy?  
1 Peter 1:11, last part; Daniel 2:28.

6. Give reference to some prophecies which foretell the final glory of Christ, and give the substance of each. 
Psalm 50:1-3; Habakkuk 3:3-6; Isaiah 63:1-6, etc. 

7. What must we look for just before the end? 
2 Peter 3:3; Jude 17, 18. 

8. Mention some other places in the writings of the apostles where this is foretold. 
1 Timothy 4:I, 2; 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 13; 4:1-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10.  

9. Of what do these scoffers profess to be ignorant? 
2 Peter 3:4. 

10. Is there any excuse for such ignorance? 
2 Peter 3:5.  

11. What notable event recorded in Scripture shows that all things have not continued as they were from the beginning of the creation? 
2 Peter 3:5-6

12. How did the earth come into existence? 
Psalm 33:6, 8, 9. 

13. In what condition was the earth at first? 
Genesis 1:2. 
14. What division was first made in this watery mass?
Genesis 1:6-7.  

15. What was done with the waters that were beneath the firmament? 
Genesis 1:9; Psalm 33:7. 

16. When, by the word of the Lord, the flood destroyed the earth, how did the waters that were stored up in the earth contribute to that result? 
Genesis 7:11.  

17. What fate, by the same authority, now awaits the earth? 
2 Peter 3:7. 

18. Where has the word of the Lord declared this? 
Nahum 1:5; Isaiah 34:8-10; Deuteronomy 32:22. 

19. What positive assurance have we that this will be done? 
Answer: We have the word of Him who spoke the earth into existence, and who caused the water that constituted a portion of the earth, to contribute to its destruction.  See 2 Peter 3:5-7. 
20. Show the analogy between the destruction of the earth by water, and its destruction by fire. 
See note on 2 Peter 3:5-7.  

NOTES 
The phrase, "the earth standing out of the water and in the water," does not at all express the idea of the original. The Greek word which in the Authorized Version is rendered "standing," should, as the margin indicates, be rendered "consisting." Robinson's "Lexicon of the New Testament" says of the word: "To place together parts into a whole, i.e., to constitute, to create, to bring into existence. Hence, in N.T., intransitive, to be constituted, created; to exist," as in Colossians 1:17, "by him all things consist." 
Wakefield translates the passage thus: "A heaven and earth formed out of water and by means of water." Bloomfield says: "The earth . . . being formed out of water, and consisting by means of water." Murdock's translation of the Syriac has it: "The earth rose up from the waters, and by means of water, by the word of God." The meaning is that the earth in its chaotic state was simply a watery mass, as indicated by Genesis 1:2: "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."
"WHEREBY the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished." When God gathered the waters together into one place, and made the dry land appear, he evidently stored large quantities of water in the interior of the earth. This is indicated in the second commandment, by the phrase, " the waters which are under the earth," and by Psalm 136:6: "To him that stretched out the earth above the waters," and also by Psalm 33:7; 24:1, 2. 
In the flood which destroyed the earth in the days of Noah, the waters in the interior of the earth united with the rain from heaven, as the record says: "The same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened." Genesis 7:11. The idea of the passage in Peter's epistle is that one of the very elements from which the earth was formed, was made to contribute to its destruction. Having disproved the assertion that all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation, the apostle draws a parallel, thus: "But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word [the word of God, see verse 5] are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 2 Peter 3:7. Instead of, "are kept in store reserved unto fire against the day of Judgment," a better translation would be, "stored with fire, reserved unto the day of Judgment." 
Now the comparison is at once apparent. By the word of God, the earth, in the beginning, was formed from the watery mass which God had spoken into existence. Part of this water was stored up in the earth, and by the word of God was afterward caused to overflow the earth, and contribute to its destruction. And the same word of God, which performed this, has stored the interior of this present earth with fire, and is keeping it till the day of Judgment, when, as in the case of the waters of the flood, the fire within the earth, uniting with that which comes down from God out of Heaven (Rev. 20:9) will destroy it. 
Particular attention should be given to the word "kept." Instead of all things continuing as they were from the beginning of the creation, the earth has within it the elements of its destruction, and it is only the power of God that stays the catastrophe. 
Some have fancied that this chapter teaches that the earth will be annihilated at the Judgment day. This is a mistake. This earth will be destroyed in the same sense that the original earth "perished" by the waters of the earth. It was all broken up, and the face of it was changed, so that the earth after the flood had no resemblance to the earth before the flood. This was the last and greatest curse caused by sin, and completed the desolation of the earth. But the matter which composed the earth was not destroyed. So by the fires of the last day "the elements shall melt with fervent heat," but they will not be annihilated. From those melted elements, "new heavens and a new earth" will be formed, which will have no more resemblance to this sin-cursed earth than this earth does to Eden, the garden of God. 
The people that shall dwell in it will all be righteous (Isaiah 60:21); and "the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God." Isaiah 35:1, 2.  




LESSON 9: 2 Peter 3:7-12 (December 22, 1888)
1. State the argument which the apostle Peter says the last-day scoffers will urge against the doctrine of Christ’s second coming.   

2. Show the falsity of their statement.  

3. How is it that these scoffers are so blind?  
Compare 2 Peter 3:3, last part, with 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 and Hebrews 3:13.  See note.  

4. What has the word of the Lord spoken concerning the fate of this earth? 
2 Peter 3:7. 

5. What is said of God's relation to time? 
2 Peter 3:8; Psalm 90:4.

6. What important lesson may we learn from this? 
See note. 

7. Why is it that God has so long delayed his threatened judgments? 
2 Peter 3:9.  
8. Yet how are the majority of wicked men affected by his merciful patience? 
Ecclesiastes 8:II.

9. What effect does the favor of God have upon these wicked scoffers? 
Isaiah 26:10. 

10. Because the judgments of God are delayed, how does the condition of the wicked often appear, as compared with that of the righteous? 
Psalm 73:3, 4, 12, 13.

11. What do they themselves think? 
Psalm 49:11. 

12. But how will it be in reality? 
Ecclesiastes 8:12, 13.

13. At what time shall the proud be humbled? 
Isaiah 2:12.  

14. How will the day of the Lord come upon them? 
2 Peter 3:10. 

15. What will they be saying when the time of their destruction thus suddenly bursts upon them? 
I Thessalonians 5:2, 3.
 
16. What will take place in the day of the Lord? 
2 Peter 3:10.  

17. What does the prophet Isaiah say of that day? 
Isaiah 13: 6, 7, 9, 10. 

18. What is the testimony of Zephaniah? 
Zephaniah 1:14-18. 

19. Is it a time to be desired? 
Amos 5:18-20. 

20. What was said about it by a righteous man to whom the Lord granted a prophetic view of it? 
Habakkuk 3:16.  
21. Who will pass through that terrible time unharmed? 
Psalm 91:1, 5-10.  

22. What will protect them? 
Psalm 91:2-4. 

23. In view of the great events that are surely coming, what should be our constant thought? 
2 Peter 3:11,12. 


NOTES. 
"LEST your hearts be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." This is a most forcible expression, and the truth which it suggests should receive far more attention than it does.  When a man deliberately resolves to pursue a certain course, even though he knows it to be wrong, he will very soon come to the firm belief that that course is right, and will, of course, be incapable of receiving the truth on the subject.  
All are familiar with the story of the old Indian chief who was quite favorably inclined toward Christianity as the missionary talked with him, until he was told that all men would rise at the last day. 
"What!" said he, " will all who have died in battle rise again? And shall I have to meet those whom I have slain?" 
Being answered in the affirmative, he exclaimed, " It isn't so; I won't have it so; they shall not rise." 
After that no amount of reasoning could convince him that there would be a resurrection. In Dr. Mark Hopkins's "Evidences of Christianity," Lecture 1, occurs the following apt statement of the way in which men's desires overrule their reason: — 
"'Men,' says Hobbs, appeal from custom to reason, and from reason to custom, as it serves their turn, receding from custom when their interest requires it, and setting themselves against reason as oft as reason is against them; which is the cause that the doctrine of fight and wrong is perpetually disputed both by the pen and the sword; whereas the doctrine of lines and figures is not so, because men care not, in that subject, what is truth, as it is a thing that crosses no man's ambition, or profit, or lust. 
For, I doubt not, if it had been a thing contrary to any man's right of dominion, or to the interest of men that have dominion, that the three angles of a triangle should be equal to two angles of a square, that the doctrine should [would] have been, if not disputed, yet, by the burning of all books on geometry, suppressed, as far as he whom it concerned was able. 
'This,' says Hallam, from whose work I make the quotation, ‘does not exaggerate the pertinacity of mankind in resisting the evidence of truth when it thwarts the interests or passions of any particular sect or community.'
Let a man who hears the forty-seventh proposition of Euclid announced for the first time, trace the steps of the demonstration, and he must believe it to be true; but let him know that as soon as he does perceive the evidence of the proposition, so as to believe it on that ground, he shall lose his right eye, and he will never trace the evidence, or come to that belief which results from the force of the only proper evidence. You may tell him it is true, but he will reply that he does not know, he does not see it to be so." 
The same thing is usually the case when the truth cuts across one's cherished sins. Says Hopkins: "Let the mists that steam up before the intellect from a corrupt heart be dispersed, and truths, before obscure, shine out as the noonday." No man can think the thoughts of God, unless he walks in the ways of God. 
_____________________________________________________
THE "sure word of prophecy" tells us again and again that this earth shall be destroyed by fire, and that in that fire the ungodly shall be burned up. Scoffers say that they see no evidence that any such event will ever take place; but the apostle Peter assures us that the instrument of the earth's destruction is already prepared, and is stored within it. Just as surely as the earth was once destroyed by water, so surely will it again be destroyed by fire. 
"But these prophecies were spoken hundreds, and some of them thousands, of years ago, and there is no more evidence of their fulfillment now than there was when they were uttered." Thus argues the scoffer; but it is a vain argument; 
(1) because it is not true, and 
(2) because of the following statement: "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 2 Peter 3:8. 
God "inhabiteth eternity." The flight of time makes no difference with his plans. Compared with his eternity, the entire 6,000 years of earth's existence is but a span. Says the psalmist, " For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is passed, and as a watch in the night." Psalm 90:4. 
Therefore the apostle concludes that "the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness." That which seems to men forgetfulness of the promise, is only a kindly delay to allow dilatory men to secure the promise. In God's reckoning, it is only as the three days' grace, which men allow for the payment of a promissory note.
It should not be forgotten that while a thousand years is with the Lord as one day, one day is as a thousand years. This is too often overlooked. While he may take a thousand years for the fulfillment of a promise, and then it will be the same as though performed the next day, he can do in one day the work of a thousand years. Therefore there is no warrant for settling down to carnal ease, thinking that it will necessarily be a long time yet before the work of God on earth can be accomplished: 
"For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness; because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth." Romans 9:28. 

"FOR when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them." This refers to a time when men will not simply be predicting peace and safety, but will proclaim that it has actually come. For many years men have been teaching that a millennium of perfect peace and righteousness would precede the coming of the Lord.
The members of the National Reform Association say that when Christianity is recognized and enforced by law, then the millennium will have come, and that wars, famines, and pestilence will cease: In the National Reform Convention held at Monmouth, Ill., Sept. 29, 1884, and reported in the Christian Statesman of November 6, M.A. Gault said: "We do not flatter ourselves when we say that the glorious millennial day will he ushered in by the triumph of this movement." 
So when they shall have gained their object, the Scripture will be fulfilled, which says: "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." Isaiah 2:2-4. 
Thus they will be saying, "Peace and safety," and then suddenly, like a thief in the night, when they are unprepared, destruction from the Almighty shall come upon them. Read the remainder of Isaiah 2.




LESSON 10: 2 Peter 3:13-18 (December 29, 1888)
1. Give a statement of some of the things that will take place in the day of the Lord

2. To what condition will the earth be reduced?
2 Peter 3:10, 12.

3. Notwithstanding this, for what may we confidently look? V
2 Peter 3:13. 

4. Where is this promise recorded? 
Isaiah 65:17. 

5. What is said of the beauty of the new earth? 
Isaiah 35:1, 2; 51:3.  

6. What class of people shall live in it? 
Isaiah 60:21; 2 Peter 3:13.
 
7. How long will they possess it? 
Isaiah 60:21; Psalm 37:29; Daniel 7:18.
8. Will they be troubled by disease? 
Isaiah 33:24.

9. What change will be wrought in the righteous ones who now are afflicted? 
Isaiah 35:5, 6. 

10. What is said of the peace and quiet of that land? 
Isaiah 32:17, 19; 54:13, 14; 60:18. 

11. How will the people stand related to the great Source of wisdom and peace? 
Isaiah 54:13; Revelation 21 :3, 4, and 22:3, 4.

12. Seeing we look for such glorious things when Christ comes, what should we do? 
2 Peter 3:14.
 
13. How should we regard the fact that God has so long delayed the great consummation? 
2 Peter 3:9, 15. 
14. What apostle besides Peter has said much about the second coming of Christ? 
2 Peter 3:15, last part. 

15. How extensively does Peter say that Paul has spoken of these things? 
2 Peter 3:16. 

16. Is there one of Paul's epistles which does not refer to the second coming of Christ and the Judgment? 

17. What epistles contain a mention of this event in every chapter? Answer: The epistles to the Thessalonians. 

18. In view of the glorious future that is promised to the righteous, and the great wickedness that will prevail just before the Lord comes, of what should we beware? 
2 Peter 3:17. 

19. In view of the failures of God's people in the past, what warning is given us? 
1 Corinthians 10:12.  

20. How alone can we keep from being led away by the error of the wicked? 
2 Peter 3:18. 

21. To whom and for what should we ascribe glory? 
2 Peter 3:18; Jude 24, 25. 

NOTES. 
In the epistles of Paul there are "some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, to their own destruction." 
Notice that it is not said that there is anything in Paul's epistles that is impossible to be understood. It is only "hard to be understood." But that which is hard to be understood may be understood by hard study. Moreover it is only the unlearned and unstable that wrest them to their own destruction. The double-minded, or unstable, will take the strongest statements concerning the law and the gospel, and will construe them so as to make them teach the abolition of the law and consequently of the gospel. It is only the "unlearned," those who do not look beneath the surface, who do this. 
Those who delight in the law of God, and who know Christ, "in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," have a key with which they may unlock any of the mysteries of that most profound writer. Notice further, also, that those who wrest the words of Paul out of their legitimate meaning, do the same thing also to the other scriptures.  


"BUT grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." This text is misquoted in two ways. A very common misquotation is, "Grow in knowledge of the truth." There is no such text to be found in the Bible, although this text amounts to the same thing, because Christ is the truth, as well as the way and the life. John 14:6. The poet says of Christ: 
"In thy life the law appears
Drawn out in living characters."
He was the law personified. If one wishes to know just how much righteousness the law of God requires, he has only to study the life and character of Christ. All the beauty and holiness of Christ were simply the manifestation of the law of love which prompted every act. It is in the life and death of Christ that we can get more exalted ideas of the holiness and majesty of God's law. If we do not grow in knowledge of Christ, we can never have the law written in our hearts, for it is only in him that we can be made the righteousness of God.         2 Corinthians 5:21. 
Another misquotation is sometimes heard in prayers to Christ, that we may "grow in grace and in thy knowledge." The idea seems to be that we must grow in the knowledge that Christ has, so as to approach him in wisdom. But this is not the proper idea. We are simply and literally to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. We must know him intimately. He must sup with us, and we with him; but he must be a constant companion, and not a transient guest. And in proportion as we know him intimately, know him as a friend, loving and true, know him as the "chiefest among ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely," we shall develop that purity of heart which will enable us to see God; for Christ cannot be comprehended except as we become like him.



